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arrangement was to be permanent. The Goths were thus tied to
tie soil and distributed in the midst of the Roman population.
Their king did not reign over the Romans. He was the general of
his people, and their king, rex Gothorum; he was not rex Aquitaniae.
The Goths were encamped in the midst of the Romans and held
together by their king. Above him was the Emperor, but for the
Roman population this German king was merely a general of
mercenaries in the service of the Empire; and the stabilization of
the Goths was regarded by the population as evidence of the power
of Rome.
In 417 Rutilius Namatianus was still boasting of the eternal
nature of Rome.1
The acceptance of the Visigoths as "allies of Rome" and their
legal installation in Aquitaine did not result in their pacification.
Twenty years later, when Stilicho had to recall die Legions from
Gaul in order to defend Italy, while Genseric succeeded in con-
quering Africa, the Visigoths fell upon Narbonne (437), defeated
die Romans at Toulouse (439), and on this occasion obtained a
treaty which probably recognized them, not as allies, but as an
independent people.2
The cause of this collapse of the Imperial power in Gaul was the
fact that the Vandals, under Genseric, had crossed over into Africa.
Succeeding where the Goths had failed, Genseric, in 427, with
the aid of the Carthaginian ships, crossed the Straits of Gibraltar
and landed 50,000 men upon the African coast, For the Empire
this was the decisive blow. The very soul of the Republic—says
Salvian—was destroyed. When in 439 Genseric captured Carthage
—that is, the great naval base of the West—and then, shortly
afterwards, took possession of Sardinia, Corsica and the Balcarics,
the position of the Empire in the West was completely shaken-
It had lost the Mediterranean, which had hitherto been its great
weapon of defence.
1 r lot, phstbr and ganshof, fBstoin duMoyen Age, vol. I, p, 51, state
that in 42<, when Honorius died, the Empire re-established its authority in
Africa, Italy, Gaul and Spain.
1 E. stein, op. at., p, 482.
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